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Comprehension

Comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading.

1ES PRACTICE GUIDE WHAT WORKS CLEARINCHOUSE

= The IES practice guide (K-3)

" . . Improving Reading Comprehension
deﬂnes readmg comprehensmn in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade

as the process of
simultaneously extracting
and constructing meaning
through interaction and
involvement with written
language.

= Rather than passively taking in
meaning, good readers analyze
text, internalize it, and make
meaning for themselves.

et 20104058
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Comprehension

Comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading.

= The IES practice guide (4-9)
provides teachers with ways to T ey eons
support students as they learn
and practice routines and
reading habits that enable
students to understand what
they are reading.

= Students need opportunities to
ask and answer questions and
monitor their comprehension as
they read.

Copyright © 2026 Read Naturally, Inc. 2 Comprehension Builder Basics

Version: September 2026

Webinar Handout



Reading Comprehension is Complex

Reading comprehension
requires a conscious effort
and the integration of a range
of skills, strategies, and
knowledge that even fluent
and avid readers may not
develop naturally.

Therefore, it’s part of our role
as educators to provide
support to strengthen

students’ reading , I
comprehension.

Introduction to Comprehension Builder, 2026

Building Comprehension is Critical

Other foundational skills create

an essential pathway, but it’s

important to remember that NPRERENS,
reading comprehension is not a a”
simple byproduct of other skills.

Awareness Vocabulary

Fluency

Development of reading
comprehension must begin early
and continue throughout a
student’s reading journey.
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Knowledge
Building

Writing

Comprehension
Strategies

Purpose
for
Reading

Text

Elements of Structures

Comprehension

Variety of
Question
Types
Vocabulary
Critical
Reasoning Academic
Language

Approaches to
Teaching Comprehension
2 | Explicit Ongoing
llacs Instruction Practice
Frequent Rich,
Opportunities Meaningful
to Respond Content
Gradual .
Release of Fggg&%k
Responsibility
Collaborative Targeted
Learning Support
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Comprehension and
Read Live Programs

Read Content:

- « Nonficti
Naturally Live . High-interest

» Knowledge-building
Word o
Warm-ups'Live :
Strategies

One Minute
Reader Live P
Read Naturally’
Live—Espaiiol

J

Comprehension and
Read Live Programs

Read G Read Naturally Live Steps
Naturally'Live |z sowsen | |@ s
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Rationale and Research Basis
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What is Comprehension Builder?

= Comprehensive toolkit
for strengthening
reading comprehension

» Practical resource
for teachers

» Lessons for readers of
any age for use in a
variety of settings

Purpose of Comprehension Builder

» Strengthen students’
capacity to understand
what they read

= Explicitly teach
comprehension
strategies for before,
during, and after reading

= Directly teach students
how to respond to a
variety of
comprehension questions
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Benefits of Comprehension Builder

ERS

& Minimizes Prep Time
{4 Enables Flexibility

&4 Deepens Engagement
&7 Builds Knowledge

&% Streamlines Implementation &4 Sparks Curiosity
&% Fosters Professional Growth &% Increases Confidence
&% Supports Learning Challenges & Raises Test Scores

& Scales Across Grade Levels

& Fosters High-Level Thinking

How it Works

Lessons may be taught in order
or as-needed

Each lesson is made up of 2-6,
15 to 45-minute activities

Materials are listed clearly and
steps are easy to follow

Many options for adapting and
adjusting instruction

Students practice skills with high-
interest stories

Suggestions for reinforcing skills
over time
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What's Included

Lesson Book
= 14 Lessons
= 55 Activities

USB Drive
= 18 Practice Stories E

= 250+ Resources
Posters

= Before, During, and
After Reading

» Types of Comprehension
Questions

What's Included?

Section 1; Reading Comprehension Strategy Lessons (Grade Levels 1-3%)

tesson I HES
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What's Included?

Section 2: Question Specific Comprehension Lessons (Grade Leveds 1-3%) |

Lesson

Section 2: Question Specific Comprehension Lessons (<onnued)

Lesson

Comprehension Builder
Comprehension
Comprehension Builder
Overview Section 1
P77
U @ O @
Comprehension Comprehension
Builder Builder
Introduction Section 2
BUILDER
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Comprehension Builder
Section 1

Before-Reading
Strategies
During-Reading
Strategies

After-Reading Strategies

Introduction
Lesson Activities
Lesson Materials
USB Drive
Lesson Preview

Comprehension Builder
Section 1
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Samples of Materials Available on the USB Drive

are listed by their

opproximate level range.

g 3 . " P
o et e |03
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Comprehension Builder
Section 1

= Activity 1

- Activating Prior Knowledge
= Activity 2

- Learning Key Words
= Activity 3

- Making a Prediction
= Activity 4

- Practice
= Activity 5

- Review

Comprehension Builder
Section 1
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Comprehension Builder
Section 1

Before-Reading Strategies

Activating Prior Learning Key Words I Making a Prediction \

\Whatyeu already know story

what you aiready know
o about a topic

After-Reading Strategies

W 2 T
Questions marizing
Finding the Destribing a story in:
w?.m,:,'::,‘;':d mmmm
someone else writing

Comprehension Builder
Comprehension
Comprehension Builder
Overview Section 1
Comprehension Comprehension
Builder Builder
Introduction Section 2
e
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Comprehension Builder
Section 2

= Detail
= Short Answer
*= Vocabulary
E = Main Idea
o » Fact and Opinion
»= Cause and Effect
= Compare and Contrast
= Author’s Purpose
»= Graphical Information
m=) = Making Inferences
c » Retelling and Summarizing

Comprehension Builder

Section 2
» Introduction
= | esson Activities
» Lesson Materials =
= USB Drive = i
= Lesson Preview =l

B

Copyright © 2026 Read Naturally, Inc. 15 Comprehension Builder Basics
Version: September 2026 Webinar Handout



Comprehension Builder
Section 2

= Activity 1
- Looking for Clues Hh“ -
= Activity 2 = N R—
- Stay or Switch Game — oo
= Activity 3 = =

- Reading and Making A
Inferences . el

Comprehension Builder
Section 2
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Comprehension Builder
Section 2

COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS

Compare and
- Contrast Graphical
Information

Carefully review the
Eraphic ang a1 5

word

ind the sentence W

Short Answer vocabulary
Fi ith the:
u

ind the answer ang
restate the question i,
5

Making
Inferences
Retelling and
O s g Summarizing
Main Idea Cause and the tex Describe thestory
Determine what the :‘: e Effect .agn.f:fnLZ'Sf' Ao

story is mostly about i weriting,

Support for Diverse Learners

Resources available to support:
» Students experiencing cognitive overload
= Multilingual learners
» Students with dyslexia or other reading disabilities
» Students needing enrichment and or acceleration
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Guidance for Monitoring Progress

Sources of student data:
» Frequent observation and formative assessment
= Standardized, summative assessments

» Embedded core curriculum comprehension
assessments

= Read Naturally Live and Encore II quiz results

Comprehension Builder and
Read Naturally Live

= Students’ performance on the Quiz step in Read
Naturally Live can be used to inform which
Comprehension Builder lessons/activities are
needed and to monitor general progress over
time.

= Teachers may choose to aligh Comprehension
Builder lessons and activities with corresponding
steps and/or the introduction of particular
question types in Read Naturally Live.

Quiz - First Attempt Results

Blue squares represent questions answered correctly on the first try

Q1: Main Idea 67%
Q2: Detail 83%
Q3: Vocabulary 92%
Qd4: Inferential 100%
Q5: Short Answer 100%
Q6: Vocabulary 100%

Sty 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1213 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
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Comprehension Builder
Free Sample Lessons

Before-Reading Strategies Lesson

Inferences Question-Specific Lesson

ReaMal ly”
\J/

phone: 800.788.4085
email: info@readnaturally.com
website: readnaturally.com

Questions?
b COMPREHENSION
BUILDER
Webinar
Copyright © 2026 Read Naturally, Inc. 19 Comprehension Builder Basics

Version: September 2026 Webinar Handout



USB Drive

The USB drive for Comprehension Builder includes the resources (over 250) created for use in the 55
activities. All practice stories are in one folder, and the additional materials for each lesson can be found
in its corresponding section and/or lesson folder. Below, you can review an example of the file and
folder structure on the USB drive.

‘ _Read Me
‘ _USB Drive Overview

The Practice Stories folder

B Practice Stories contains all 18 practice stories
[ L1-2 Piaying Frisbee referenced throughout the
B L1-2 Piaying Frisbee Glossary Comprehension Builder lessons,
B L1-2 Stickball to Lacrosse along with their corresponding
B L1-2 stickball to Lacrosse Glossary glossaries. There is also a version
B L2-3 A siy Puppy of each practice story without
B L2-3 A silly Puppy Glossary the vocabulary words identified.
B- These files are listed by their

[ Practice Story Versions Vocab Words ap proxi mate level ra nge.

. L1-2 Playing Frisbee_version without vocab words

‘ L1-2 Stickball to Lacrosse_version without vocab words

‘ L2-3 A Silly Puppy_version without vocab words

E

[ section 1 Resources
. Acacia Tree Photo
‘ Before, During, and After Reading Strategies Poster

‘ Giraffe Photo Section 1 contains mOSﬂy
‘ Quiz Questions answer key f‘esou rces that are used
‘ Quiz Questions L1-2 Stickball to Lacrosse in more than one lesson.
‘ Quiz Questions L2-3 The Vampire bat Therefo re, a Il resources
' Quiz Questions L3-4 The Mystery of the Carroll A Deering used for section 1 lessons
‘ Reading Strategies Checklist are found in the Section 1

‘ Reading Strategies Tracker Resources folder.

-Section 2 Resources
‘ Types of Comprehension Questions Poster
[ 1_petail-Literal
‘ Find the Answer answer key
. Find the Answer Worksheet L1-2 Stickball to Lacrosse
‘ Find the Answer Worksheet L2-3 An American Entertainer
‘ Find the Answer Worksheet L3—4 Saint Bernards to the Rescue

B The Section 2 Resources
folder has subfolders
-2-5"°’f““5“'e' for each lesson which
N contain its corresponding
resources.
Copyright © 2026 Read Naturally, Inc. Introduction to Comprehension Builder
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Section 1: Reading Comprehension Strategy Lessons (Grade Levels 1-8%)

-q; - '§ E Lesson
Lesson EI B 5|2 | Lonete
Instructional Focus (specific strategies/skills addressed) E E| & & (apptriolsel?ate
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
'% Activity 1: Activating Prior Knowledge vivi|v 15-20 min
g Activity 2: Learning Key Words v v 25-30 min
%ﬂ Activity 3: Making a Prediction v IivI|vY 25-30 min
% Activity 4: Practice (of the three strategies taught in this lesson) v | v | 25-30 min
&
§ Activity 5: Review (of the three strategies taught in this lesson) v/ | 15-20 min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v |V Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
% | Activity 1: Questioning vVivi v 15-20 min
%ﬂ Activity 2: Visualizing vVivi v 25-30 min
ré)n Activity 3: Making Inferences vivi v 25-30 min
E Activity 4: Monitoring, Clarifying, and Fix-up v | Iv |V 25-30 min
%ﬂ Activity 5: Practice (of the four strategies taught in this lesson) v | v/ | 30-40 min
A Activity 6: Review (of the four strategies taught in this lesson) v/ | 15-20 min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v |V Varied
z Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
'éo Activity 1: Answering Questions vV Iiv |V 25-30 min
‘E) Activity 2: Retelling and Summarizing vViv i v 30-40 min
;§3 Activity 3: Practice (of the two strategies taught in this lesson) v | v | 3040 min
z‘lj Activity 4: Review (of the two strategies taught in this lesson) v’ | 15-20 min
< Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied

Copyright © 2026 Read Naturally, Inc.
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Section 2: Question-Specific Comprehension Lessons (Grade Levels 1-8%)

g - § E Lesson
Lesson ENIR R e
Instructional Focus (specific strategies/skills addressed) I = ol -~ time)
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
g Activity 1: Finding the Answer v |v v | v | 2530min
§ Activity 2: Filling in the Blank v v | v | 25-30 min
§ Activity 3: Putting Events in Order v |v v | v | 25-30min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
5;9 Activity 1: Restating Simple Questions v I v | v |V | 20-25min
ém Activity 2: Restating Harder Questions v I v | v |V | 25-30min
ﬁo Activity 3: Reading and Responding to Short-Answer Questions v I v | v |V | 25-30min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) vV |V Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
E Activity 1: Noticing and Learning Difficult Words v |v | v | v | 40-45min
:; Activity 2: Using Context to Answer Vocabulary Questions v |v v | v | 40-45min
= Activity 3: Answering Different Types of Vocabulary Questions v I v | v |V | 40-45min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
g Activity 1: Looking at the Details and Seeing the Big Picture v 25-30 min
é Activity 2: Finding the Main Idea v |v v | v | 30-40 min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) vV | v Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
5 Activity 1: Fact and Opinion: What's the Difference? v |Iv | v | v | 20-25min
§ Activity 2: Using Clues to Identify Facts and Opinions v |v | v | v | 40-45min
—:Es Activity 3: Recognizing Facts and Opinions in Text v I v | v | Vv | 30-40 min
E Activity 4: Identifying Misinformation v |v v | Vv | 40-45min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied

Copyright © 2026 Read Naturally, Inc.
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Section 2: Question-Specific Comprehension Lessons (continued)

-q; - § E Lesson
Lesson IR
Instructional Focus (specific strategies/skills addressed) I T - - time)
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
%3 Activity 1: What Would Happen if... v I v | v |V | 2530min
g Activity 2: Signal Words for Cause and Effect v v | v | 35-40 min
§ Activity 3: Connecting Cause and Effect in Text v v | v | 35-40 min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
7 | Activity 1: Making Simple Comparisons v |v v | v | 2530min
§ Activity 2: Compare and Contrast and Their Signal Words v |v v | Vv | 3540 min
g Activity 3: Thinking About Relationships Using Analogies v |v | v | v | 40-45min
§ Activity 4: Compare and Contrast Within a Story v |v | v | v | 2530min
S Activity 5: Compare and Contrast Between Stories v I v | v |V | 3540 min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
Activity 1: Understanding Three Main Author's Purposes v | v | v | v | 25-30min
% Activity 2: Identifying Persuasive Text v I v | v |V | 30-35min
E Activity 3: Identifying Informative Text v |v v | v |30-35min
:é Activity 4: Identifying Entertaining Text v |v v | v |30-35min
2 Activity 5: Distinguishing Between Author's Purposes v |v v | v |30-35min
Activity 6: Writing With a Purpose v |v | v | v | 2530min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied
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Section 2: Question-Specific Comprehension Lessons (continued)

-q; - ?g E Lesson
Lesson IR
Instructional Focus (specific strategies/skills addressed) RN R time)
Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
'g Activity 1: Demonstrating the Value of Graphical Information v I v | v |V | 3540 min
e.g Activity 2: Identifying Different Types of Graphical Information v I v | v |V | 40-45min
E Activity 3: Interpreting Graphical Information v | v | v | v | 40-45min
§ Activity 4: Connecting Graphical Information to Text v | v | v | v | 40-45min
Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v |V Varied
. Lesson Preview for Students v 2-3 min
g Activity 1: Looking for Clues v |v v | v | 20-25min
%)n Activity 2: Stay or Switch Game v v | v | 25-30 min
% Activity 3: Reading and Making Inferences v |v | v | v | 40-45min
= Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied
%‘) Activity 1: Oral Retelling (includes an Activity Preview) v I v | v | Vv | 30-35min
.g Activity 2: Writing a Simple Retelling (includes an Activity Preview) v |v | v | v | 30-35min
g Activity 3: Writing a Retelling/Starting to Summarize (includes an Activity Preview) | v | v/ | v/ | v/ | 35-40 min
;Ej Activity 4: Summarizing (includes an Activity Preview) v I v | v |V | 45-50min
3 Beyond the Lesson (suggested activities for review and application of skills learned) v | v Varied

* Teachers can adapt most of the activities to students operating in these grade levels using the options offered in the
activity (some easier and some harder), as well as selecting story text that is a good match for the students in question.

** Teachers can adjust the length of time for each activity (and therefore lesson) through their choices about which activities
to complete, how many times to work through each exercise, which instructional options to implement, and how long to
spend on discussion.
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